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Paints. The three components of paints are powdered pig-
ments, a liquid medium (binder or vehicle) like oil, resin solu-
tion, or a latex solution, and usually a dryer, a compound that
evaporates quickly. Thinners like turpentine and water may be
added to keep the paint liquid, they evaporate after the paint is
spread.
Pigments are finely ground white or colored substances that
give color and body to the paint. Natural colors are obtained
from deposits in the earth. Chemical colors are manufactured by
chemical processes; most pigments are of this kind.
Oil Paints. The binder or vehicle in oil paints may be lin-
seed oil, raw or boiled, soybean, perilla, tung, or other oils. Semi-
gloss oil paint is suitable for doors and wood trim throughout a
house and also for walls and ceilings in bathroom and kitchen. It
is more resistant to soil and wear than flat paint but it is not as
pleasing in texture. Flat oil paint is desirable for use on walls,
ceilings, doors, and wood trim. The flat eifect is partly the re-
sult of using a high ratio of pigment to binder: it may be either
dull or satiny in finish.
Enamels. These are oil paints in which pigment is added
to a varnish binder that may have a synthetic resin base (phenolic
or alkyd). Enamels are fast drying and extremely durable. They
may be very glossy, semi-glossy, or flat; the flat is least finely
ground and has in it the least varnish and the most evaporating
fluid. Enamels are suitable for doors and wood trim through-
out a house and also for walls and ceilings in bath rooms and
in the kitchen. Floor enamels have abrasion resistant ingredients.
Resin Emulsion Paints, These paints are made from pigments
combined with emulsions of synthetic resins and thinned with
water. They are quickly applied, cover well, dry rapidly, and
are washable. They can be used on fresh plaster, wall board,
wall paper, cement, stucco, concrete and brick.
Latex Paints. These popular paints have a rubber or synthetic
rubber binder mixed with water. They make a very durable
finish for interior plaster, sheetrock, celotex, or composition
board, but are not usually applied to wood surfaces. They dry
rapidly and are very durable so they can be washed often, Most
interior wall painting is now done with latex paints.

